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SUBJECT: CULTURAL AND EDUCATIONAL EXCHANGE: 

VOLUNTARY VISITORS HANS GRATZER AND WERNER WALKER 

AMEMB VIENNA REQUESTS DEPARTMENT ASSISTANCE IN PROGRAM FOR 
VOLUNTARY VISITORS, HANS GRATZER AND WERNER WALKER, WHO WILL 
BE IN THE UNITED STATES FOR 3 - 4 MONTHS BEGINNING NOVEMBER 
3, 1975. 

GRATZER IS DIRECTOR OF THE WERKSTATT - THEATER AM KAERNTN- 
ERTOR, WALKER IS THE COMPANY DRAMATIST (GER. DRAMATURG). WERKSTATT 
IS THE BEST AVANT GUARDE THEATER COMPANY IN AUSTRIA. GROUP 
HAS BEEN IN EXISTENCE FOR 3 YEARS AND HAS DONE 13 PRODUCTIONS. 
CURRENTLY DOING CALIGULA FOR SRO AUDIENCES. GRATZER'S 
EXCELLENCE RECOGNIZED BY VIENNA WHICH AWARDED HIM ITS HIGHEST 
HONOR - KAINZ MEDALLION - FOR DIRECTION. GRATZER ALSO KNOWN 
TO POST THROUGH HIS WORK WITH ENGLISH SPEAKING THEATER IN THE 
AMERIKA HAUS IN THE LATE 60'S. 

GRATZER AND WALKER COMING TO THE UNITED STATES TO STUDY CURRENT 
DEVELOPMENTS US THEATER. WERKSTATT IS SO MUCH BETTER THEN OTHER 
AVANT GUARDE THEATER IN AUSTRIA, THAT GRATZER AND WALKER ARE 
WORKING IN NEAR ISLOATION AND FRET. THE NEED TO STUDY TECHNIQUE 
AND SHARE DRAMATIC EXPERIENCES WITH US GROUPS. 

GRATZER AND WALKER MET PAUL FOSTER, PRESIDENT OF LAMAMA, WHEN 
HE WAS HERE ON AMSPEC GRANT IN THE SPRING. THEY WROTE FOSTER 
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HAVE RECEIVED NO REPLY. BOTH ARE MOST ANXIOUS TO SEE HIM AND 
ELLEN STUART AND SPEND SOME TIME STUDYING WITH THE COMPANY 
WHILE THEY ARE IN THE STATES. (FYI FOSTER IS REPORTED 
TO BE WRITING A NEW PLAY TO BE SHOWN DURING THE VIENNA 
FESTIVAL NEXT YEAR). IN ADDITION TO LA MAMA, VISITORS 
WOULD LIKE TO SPEND SOME TIME WITH OTHER SIGNIFICANT 
THEATER GROUPS ON THE EAST AND WEST COAST OF THE UNITED 
STATES. POST SUGGESTS AREA STAGE IN WASHINGTON, GUTHRIE 
THEATER IN MINNEAPOLIS. DEPARTMENT MAY WISH TO RECOMMEND 
OTHER COMPANIES ON WEST COAST. 

IF DEPARTMENT WILLING TO ASSIST, REQUEST ONLY DEPARTMENT 
FACILITATION IN INTRODUCING GRATZER AND WALKER TO LA MAMA 
AND OTHER THEATER COMPANIES AS REPUTABLE, RESPECTED 
AUSTRIAN PROFESSIONALS. THE CULTURAL OFFICE OF THE CITY 
OF VIENNA IS AWARE OF GRATZER AND WALKER TRAVEL AND 
INFORMS EMBASSY THAT IT IS IN FULL SUPPORT OF THE VISIT 
AND ENCOURAGES OUR COOPERATION. 

GRATZER AND WALKER DEPARTING EUROPE ON ICELANDIC AIRLINES 
ON NOV 3 AND EXPECT TO BE IN NEW YORK DURING THE SECOND 
WEEK OF NOV. REQUEST DEPARTMENT CABLE APPROVAL AND NAME 
OF PROGRAM OFFICER THEY SHOULD CONTACT ON ARRIVAL IN 
NEW YORK.BUCHANAN 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: EDUCATIONAL & CULTURAL EXCHANGE, THEATER (DRAMA) 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 15 OCT 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975VIENNA08756 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750357-0878 
From: VIENNA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19751053/aaaabvmk.tel 

Line Count: 85 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION CU 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: buchantO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 03 NOV 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <03 NOV 2003 by ReddocGW>; APPROVED <28 JAN 2004 by buchant0> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: CULTURAL AND EDUCATIONAL EXCHANGE: VOLUNTARY VISITORS HANS GRATZER AND WERNER WALKER 
TAGS: OEXC, AU, US, (GRATZER, HANS), (WALKER, WERNER) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



